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The Disposal of the Dead.
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In primitive times, before men began to multiply on the face of
the earth, it is probable that the dead were laid in woods or anywhere
above ground where they were exposed to the action of the elements
and became a prey to the beasts of the field and the fowls of the air.

Since that remote period mankind has adopted four principal
methods for the disposal of the dead ~interment,embalmment,entomb—
ment and incineration.

Strange burial customs are to be found in different countries, and
form in many instances distinctive characteristics of the people prac-
tising them.

The Ethiopians salted the body to keep it from putrefaction, and
then enclosed it in a coffin covered with glass, through which the
remains might be seen. The Parthians, Medes, Iberians and Caspians
had such a horror of the decomposition of the body that they rejected
all interment and cast the dead into the open fields to be devoured by
wild animals.

The Kamtchatdales keep special dogs for the purpose of devouring
the dead. The ancient Ichthyophagi, who dwelt on the shores of the
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plied the torch to the wood.
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ung into the fire, as well as costly arms and robes. Various
perfumes were added and were rendered necessary by the disgusting
°q0r- The amount of spices, oils, and balsams destroyed at inciner-
ations was enormous.  Pliny reports that Nero used up more incense,
myrrh, and other aromatics at the cremation of Poppceea than could be
produced by the whole of Arabia in one year. When the burning of
tbhe body was completed, the embers Wer€ soaked with wine. The
Ol?es and ashes of the deceased were gathered by the friends, who
sprinkled them with perfumes and placed them i AT ¢ pICIUTE
were of rich design and artistically decorated, and Were made of mar-
bl_e’ alabaster, or baked clay. When sealed they were deposited in
niches called co/umbaria, from the resemblance of their arrangemeiit .to
a dovecot, Nathaniel Hawthorne was SO charmed by the exquisite
?}f;tu}t])’ of some of the urns and columbaria as to lezid him to rematk
‘e would not object to be decently pigeonholed in a Roman tomb.
Dunng the Trojan war incineration appears to have been adopted that
i]e remains of the dead heroes might be restored to their native land.
anZie;I}itglggi account of burnin'g the deadL as C?Stg?\zy fl‘lz}?lglf::t
D nans may be found in Bulwer .ytton s - e
ays of Pompeii.” The cremation of the rich was attended with St
Pomp, ceremony, and expenditure of money, that the poorer classes
Were compelled to resort to interment as being the much cheaper way

for the disposal of the dead. This finally led to the re-introduction of
earth burial, which strangely enough was coincident with the .declme
and fall of the Roman E;pire. During the time that cremation was
Customary in Rome the color of the habiliments of mourning wasj
White ; when interment was the practice the hue changed to the som
bre black,
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tinguished scientist, declared the impracticabilify of the electric tele-
graph. Sir Humphrey Davy argued against the use of illuminating
gas as a project without scientific value or even possibility. The dis-
covery of the circulation of the blood by Harvey was received with
derision as the utterance of a cracked-brain impostor. When Jenner in-
troduced and established the practice of vaccination as a protection
against small pox, the medical profession, at first, refused to make trial
of his process. He was accused of attempting to bestialize his species
by inoculating the human system with diseased matter from a cow’s
udder. Vaccination was denounced from the
cal, and the most monstrous statements re
seminated and believed.

With these examples in view,

pulpit as being diaboli-
garding its effects were dis-

: it is evident that the introduction of
any change in the present method of the disposal of the dead will

naturally encounter suspicion, criticism, and opposition, except in the

so far as presented, with marked favor.
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had died thirty years before broke out in the family of that clergyman
and spread to the surrounding houses.

We all know or have read of instances of certain death from tbe
poisonous gases that emanate from the soil where human dead bodies
have been buried, and all such gases are well known to be absorbable
by water, to say nothing of the disease germs which they float.

But if these gases and germs are pent up in air-tight caskets under
ground, how long they will remain dangerous, and yet at all times
subject to the loosening of their confines and gaining access to the
water courses, none of us know.

The author of the paper has alluded to the grains of wheat found
in the wrappings of mummies. It is well known that some of these
have been planted and grown, and given name to a species of wheat
that is cultivated now in all wheat~growing countries, called ‘“mummy
wheat.” This germ or seedling wheat was not less than three thousand
years old. How much longer than three thousand years it might have
remained in the mummy cloth and still have lived and bloomed under
congenial conditions, may well be asked of those, in answer to the
question. ‘‘How long do you suppose a disease germ would live?” I
know of no reason why it would not live just as long as a grain of
wheat would live, if placed under like favorable conditions.

Some time ago I read—I cannot now recall just where—that among
the Mohammedans, in their way of honoring the most distinguished of
their dead, they have mausoleums under or in connection with their
mosques, where they stow away the bodies in state, as it were, some-

thing after the manner suggested in the concluding portion of the

paper to which we have listened. And we understand there isa propo-

sition now on foot, a company formed in New York, which proposes
to build grand mausoleums in connection with or independent of the

cemeteries, as the case may be, where the sentiments of certain people

can be gratified, if they do not wish to bury their dead, or are prohib—'

them
lling to have them cremated.
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